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SUBJECT: BRITISH QUERY RE ARAB BOYCOTT PROCEDURES IN US 

1. FCO OFFICIAL HAS ASKED US WHETHER DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EVER AUTHENTICATES SIGNATURES OF NOTARIES PUBLIC ON DEC- 
LARATIONS MADE BY AMERICAN COMPANIES IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE ARAB BOYCOTT. 

2. BRITISH HAVE BEEN DOING THIS AS A NORMAL PUBLIC SER- 
VICE, BUT ARE NOW HAVING THE PRACTICE QUESTIONED ON THE 
BASIS THAT THEY ARE CONNIVING AT AN ILLEGAL AND IMMORAL 
REQUIREMENT LEVIED BY THE ARABS. FCO IS TRYING TO DECIDE 
ON WHAT COURSE TO FOLLOW, AND WILL BE ASSISTED BY USG RE- 
PLY. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE EARLY REPLY. 
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